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MEMORANEUM RE ¢ Board on Geegraphic Names (BGN) Trafiic
in Ad Heoc Flace Name Inguiriss

The latest raporting, which OBl reguires Ia view of its almost full
funding of BCN for the primary sission of complling sames for NI5
Gaaeltaors, indicates the iacreasing problen in the BGN activity which
has developud in answering ad hoc nama lnguiries from withia and outside
the jovernment.

Drariag calandar year {964 the BOGN siadl spent, according to figures
supplisd OBl almost ¢ manyears In answaering these ad hoc inguiries oui-
side direct NIS busiasss. (This relatse to & (otal oneduty figure of some
72 romayears. } The uuanbar of such laguiries has increased from 7672 in
FYé: to 10,030 in ¥FYb4 and to 2877 in the first haif of ¥ Y635, Ingquiries
identified as for CIA (porhaps includiag somae NIS) wers sosue 18% of the
FYé4 total, The reporied manbours speat in the first half of F Yéd were
2399, in the second half were 3510, andy is the flrst half of FYHS wore 4200,

These flgeres are subject to the litations of aay Look-keeplng of
thiv kind and inhereatly are not likely to iully reflect the total diversion of
time -« allowiag for the many individuals who can beceme Invoived la a
file search and poesible discussion, whichk can be very extaasive M BON
bas not buen recentiy working on the ares. They alsg can be afiectsd by
BON's receptivencon to such inguiries, of which OBl haz besn awars
while Gasettesr production has lagged behind schedule.

These laguirioe exclude NlS-connected gquaries for whick procedures
bave bess anc are in effect, but may iaciude minor NIS teaffic. The cited
totals recently have besn increasesd by queries relative to Amtarctica, which
BGN asserts ara charged to a Natiooal icience ¥Foundation ceatract. The
precise gquantitative impact of ths former Place-Naine Information Service
{which would net be the channel for mnest ClA gueriss) canact be deterniasd
and in itself is not likely o Do & critical matter n the evident over-ali
pioblem, This BEGN activily esteasibly is pricarily restricted to place
anmes aoi included in pablished Cagettecrs, but sxceptions can be expactsd
and can be tolerated 20 long as the level does not unduly divest BUGN personasi
from thelr primary coatract task, OBl bas smmphasised thia to BCN. The
above was the basis for the amended intra-ClA aotizce OBl worked out with
DIGER aad for the yulls specillic memorandurn circulated ia DIA at the
raguest of the Chairman NIG Cemittes.
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The attached sets forth some
25X1A9a dats AN Wwas interested
in on BGN place name inquiries.
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